
	 a	 æ	 b	 c	 d	 ð	 e	 f	 g	 h	 i	 j	 k	 l	 m	 n	

	 o	 œ	 p	 q	 r	 s	 t	 u	 v	 w	 x	 y	 z	 þ	 ł	 ß

	 A	 Æ	 B	 C	 Ð	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 K	 L	 M	 N

	 O	 Œ	 P	 Q	 R	 S	 T	 U	 V	 W	 X	 Y	 Z	 Þ

	 A	 Æ	 B	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 K	 L	 M	 N

	 O	 Œ	 P	 Q	 R	 S	 T	 U	 V	 W	 X	 Y	 Z

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9

	 ff	 ffi	 fi	 fl	 ffl	 st	 ct

	 flame	, effect, 	efficient affliction, statistical, octogon, 

	 ¶	 µ	 à	 á	 ä	 é	 í	 ó	 ö	 ő 	 ú	 ü	 ű

	 (	 '	 "	 !	 ?	 @	 :	 ;	 /	 =	 *	 )

	 +	 ,	 .	 -	 –	 —	 −		

Callimachus (Kallimachos; 310 BC/305 BC-240 BC) was a 

native of the Greek colony of Cyrene, Libya. He was a noted 

poet, critic and scholar of the Library of Alexandria and 

enjoyed the patronage of ancient Egyptian Greek Pharaohs 

Ptolemy II Philadelphus and Ptolemy III Euergetes. Although 

he was never made chief librarian, he was responsible for 

producing the catalogue of all the volumes contained in 

the Library. His Pinakes (tables), 120 volumes long, provided 

the complete and chronologically arranged catalogue of the 

Library, laying the foundation for later work on the history of 

Greek literature. As one of the earliest critic-poets, he typifies 

Hellenistic scholarship. 

Callimachus was a man of Libyan Greek origin. He was born 

and raised in Cyrene, as member of a distinguished family, 

his parents being Mesatme (or Mesatma) and Battus, supposed 

descendant of the first Greek king of Cyrene, Battus I, through 

whom Callimachus claimed to be a descendant of the Battiad 

dynasty, the Libyan Greek monarchs that ruled Cyrenaica 

for eight generations and the first Greek Royal family to 

have reigned in Africa. He was named after his grandfather, 

an "elder" Callimachus, who was highly regarded by the 

Cyrenaean citizens and had served as a general.

Callimachus married the daughter of a Greek man called 

Euphrates who came from Syracuse. However, it is unknown 

if they had children. He also had a sister called Megatime 

but very little is known about her: she married a Cyrenaean 

man called Stasenorus or Stasenor to whom she bore a son, 

Callimachus (so called "the Younger" as to distinguish him 

from his maternal uncle), who also became a poet, author of 

"The Island".

In later years, he was educated in Athens. When he returned 

to North Africa, he moved to Alexandria.


